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“So there I was twenty years 
 ago,” Sue Strebel recalls, 
 “and I got a phone call 

from Bob Sanders, Coniston’s 
camp director at the time. They 
were desperately searching for a 
camp nurse, and I looked at the 
phone and I said, “No way ... I 
can’t do that!”

Sue had a pretty good idea what 
she’d get into if she became a 
nurse at Coniston. For many 
years her mom had been 
Director of Camping in Bergen 
County NJ, and Sue grew up 
with camping as part of her life.

“Plus, at that time, I also had a 
young marriage, and two very 
small children to take care of ... 
there was no way I could take 
on that responsibility.”
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everybody’s at the same level 
when you get there. You start 
with a clean slate, and nobody 
can make judgements.’ That 
helps everyone to respect people 
for who they are ... it’s one 
of the things I really like best 
about Coniston.”

Positive progress

Sue is in a unique position, to 
be able to see real changes at 
Camp over her twenty years. 

“Aesthetically the Camp looks 
so much better,” she said. “The 
front lawn used to be þlled with 
little buildings, and now it’s so 
much more open. It’s become 
such a friendly welcoming 
space.”

Coniston has also grown greatly 
in terms of programming. 

“Now, with so many arts and 
performance programs added to 
the various sports activities, it 
give us so much room to grow 
and develop ... it really shows 
that we each have our own 
talents.” 

Everybody’s “Favorite Camp 
Nurse” Celebrates Two Decades 

of Caring for Campers

But the Sanders, 
a husband and 
wife team who attended Sue’s 
church, wouldn’t take her ‘no 
way’ for an answer. “They 
þnally got me to just try it for 
two weeks, and I packed up, the 
kids moved to Camp with me, 
and I put my little son into a 
backpack ... and off I went to 
become Coniston’s nurse!”

Hey! She likes it! 

Sue ended up staying for 
three weeks that summer, and 
four weeks the next, and 
many summers after that as 
a Coniston camp nurse. “I 
found camping at Coniston so 
hospitable and warm ... and  
my kids loved it, so it made me 

that much happier to  
be there.”

Sue also spoke of 
something she felt 
was very special to her 
about Coniston “... the 
importance of respect 
for one another. My 
son said, ‘At Camp, 
nobody knows where 
you’re from, and 

Sue with her Session 4 nurses at Camp Coniston, 

Katherine Nevins and Mary Marzelli

Sue Strebel shares a 20th-anniversary smile  with her �Coniston kids,� son PJ and daughter Jeanine
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